Europiisches European Patent Office
Patentamt 80298 MUNICH
European GERMANY

Patent Office

Office européen
des brevets

Questions about this communication?
Contact Customer Services at www.epo.org/contact

Potter Clarkson
Chapel Quarter

Mount Street

Nottingham NG1 6HQ

ROYAUME UNI
Date
31.07.2025
Reference Application No./Patent No.
DEWEH/P79995EPdiv1l 23218225.3 - 1015/ 4335589

Applicant/Proprietor ]
National Flooring Equipment, Inc.

Decision to grant a European patent pursuant to Article 97(1) EPC

Following examination of European patent application No. 23218225.3 a European patent with the title
and the supporting documents indicated in the communication pursuant to Rule 71(3) EPC (EPO Form
2004C) or in the information (EPO Form 2004W, cf. Notice from the EPO dated 8 June 2015, OJ EPO
2015, A52) dated 25.03.25 is hereby granted in respect of the designated Contracting States.

Patent No. . 4335589

Date of filing 1 17.06.20

Priority claimed : 02.07.19/USA201916460012

Designated Contracting States

and Proprietor(s) :ALATBEBG CHCY CZDEDKEEESFIFRGBGRHRHUIEISIT

LILT LU LV MC MK MT NL NO PL PT RO RS SE SI SK SM TR
National Flooring Equipment, Inc.

9250 Xylon Avenue South

Minneapolis, MN 55445/US

This decision will take effect on the date on which the European Patent Bulletin mentions the grant (Art.
97(3) EPC).

The mention of the grant will be published in European Patent Bulletin 25/35 of 27.08.25.
Examining Division:

Chair: Carmichael, Guy
2nd member: Rilliard, Arnaud
1st member: Beltzung, Jean-Charl
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Notes on the decision to grant
a European patent (EPO Form 2006A)

Since 1 June 2023, when Regulations (EU) No 1257/2012 and No 1260/2012 began to apply, a number of options have been
available for validating your European patent.

1. Conventional national validation in the EPC contracting states

The exact validation procedure and any associated translation requirements vary from state to state. The brochure "National
law relating to the EPC", available on our website, provides useful information on the formal requirements and procedural
steps the various national patent offices will ask you to complete to obtain patent protection in their state.

Some EPC contracting states require a translation of the European patent specification. Depending on whether or not the
state concerned has signed up to the London Agreement, you will need to provide a translation of either just the claims or the
entire specification. If you do not provide the translations required, your European patent may be deemed void from the
outset.

2. Unitary Patent: "unitary"” validation in the participating EU member states via a centralised EPO procedure

A European patent with unitary effect (or "Unitary Patent") is a European patent granted by the EPO for which unitary effect
has been registered at the proprietor's request. It covers the territories of those participating member States in which the
UPCA has taken effect at the date of registration of unitary effect by the EPO. For more detailed information, see the
"Unitary Patent Guide" available on the EPO website.

To obtain a Unitary Patent, you must file a request for unitary effect with the EPO, in the language of the proceedings, no
later than one month after the date on which the mention of the patent grant was published in the European Patent Bulletin.
Your request must be accompanied by a translation of the full patent specification, either into English if the language of
your proceedings was French or German or into another EU official language if the language of your proceedings was
English. We strongly recommend that you use the Form 7000 functionality specially provided in Online Filing (eOLF) and
Online Filing 2.0 to file your request.

Natural persons, SMEs, non-profit organisations, universities and public research organisations that filed their patent
application in an EU official language other than German, English or French may be eligible for lump-sum compensation of
their translation costs if their residence or principal place of business is in an EU member state.

To maintain a Unitary Patent, you only need to pay one single renewal fee to the EPO each year.

3. Combining a Unitary Patent with conventional national validations

A Unitary Patent is valid only in EU member states participating in the scheme set up under Regulation (EU) No 1257/2012
that have also ratified the Agreement on a Unified Patent Court. This means it does not cover all of the EPC contracting
states.

If, in addition to your Unitary Patent, you want patent protection in other EPC contracting states too, you will therefore have to
follow their national validation procedures (see point 1 above).

The procedural steps involved in each of the above validation options are subject to change, so you should always
consult the latest editions of the two brochures mentioned above and the information on the EPO website (epo.org).
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